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The Golden Ears Bridge is indeed a beautiful bridge – highly visible with

its tall towers and cable stays. Early in the scoping phase for this project,

WSDOT screened out the cable-stayed bridge and a stacked bridge on

the basis of costs and environmental effects. A cable-stayed bridge

would have very tall towers and would be a dominating feature on the

landscape.  With such high bridges (either cable-stayed or stacked),

noise would reach a larger group of neighborhoods in the area than the

currently planned structure. Noise walls could likely not be installed on

these types of structures due to instability that would be created with

wind. Without noise walls, it could be difficult to mitigate noise issues.

The size and scale of the cable-stayed support towers and stacking the

freeway would create a much larger project footprint horizontally and

vertically for the connections with the interchanges, compared with other

feasible alternatives evaluated for this project.
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